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Southern States Property

Denton, Maryland

Project Challenge

An existing residential neighborhood includes a vacant long-time
industrial presence which will eventually redevelop. Located ad-
jacent Denton’s highway by-pass and having excellent highway
access, the property and nearby land, in relation to its position in
the town overall, has potential to become a neighborhood-serv-
ing place of gathering and commerce, in addition to providing
diverse housing choice. Resident’s concerns for increased traffic
and noise are factors to overcome, but are not insurmountable.

Project Description

50 acres of once industrial land containing vacant small build-
ings and undefined parking is designated for redevelopment
in the Town’s Comprehensive Plan. Qualities of the neighbor-
hood such as small single-family homes, light traffic volume
and a relaxed pace of life will likely be upset temporarily as this
project develops. However, once established the area will find a
new equilibrium that is not drastically different from existing.

Walkability, formative open space, places for socializa-
tion, and diverse housing choices in a compact form com-
pliment the character of the neighborhood and the town of
Denton. The project, if realized, has potential to become the
recognizable center of the neighborhood, and done sustain-
ably, with local materials, sensitivity to cultural heritage of
Denton, and responsibility to the Chesapeake Bay watershed.

Value Added

Design principles of Smart Growth and New Urbanism shape the
physical form of the Southern States property. The site easily could
have been a single-use development, but a commitment by the de-
veloper and Town to time-tested principles of town planning will
ensure residents
and users of long-
term sustainabil-
ity for the area.
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Views indicate architectural form and
disposition as well as diversity of style.
Actual building styles shall be based on
those prevailing on Maryland’s Eastern
Shore.

The plan below shows buildings con-
figured to create walkable and inviting
streets consistent with the character of
downtown Denton.
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