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Chestertown Waterfront

Chestertown, Maryland

Project Challenge

Chestertown is a strong model for traditional neighborhood design.
Walkable streets that comfortably lead visitors and residents past
various house and building type to a pleasant downtown, Washing-
ton College or the city’s waterfront are precedent for future TND.
An old city, Chestertown has its share of past industry, not to men-
tion waterfront fuel oil delivery and storage. One challenge is ob-
viously environmental, but aft erward, the redevelopment of wate-
front sites previously industrial. A small site with great potential
located adjacent to downtown will likely stimulate town expansion.

Project Description

Six acres located on the Chester River currently contain such uses as
a historic armory building, college rowing club, public open space,
wetland, and private residential. The desire for connection to Ches-
tertown’s street grid, and for uses such as marina, retail, residential,
and environmental college make the project complex and energetic.

The project’s public access will result in the city’s fi rst programmed
open space. Extra care has been given to the linear sequence of
events users will experience along the waterfront, as well as
how tenants and residents will live and work. The overall plan

for these six acres takes in a vast area in order to properly dem-
onstrate potential links to adjacent sites and downtown streets.

Value Added

By studying Chestertown’s existing urban patt erns, building
stock, and history, several alternative concept plans were gener-
ated which, if designed only for the six acre site, may not have
exhausted the larger design considerations such as views and
important linkages. The client and City of Chestertown see value
in taking the longer view.
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Alternate Concept Diagrams for site and larger context.
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Concept plans indicating building footprints, open space,
development program and links to downtown.
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